PAGE  
1

Like the White House for Sasha and Malia, in my house the Jonas Brothers reign supreme, with songs like Year 3000:

he said I've been to the year 3000 / not much has changed but they lived underwater / and your great-great-great-granddaughter / is doing fine (doing fine).
As I was thinking during the week about the lessons for this Sunday, I began to wonder whatever happened to the Veggie Tales, with songs like God is Bigger than the Boogeyman!

You no doubt will recall in the Veggie Tales when Bob the Tomato and Larry the Cucumber sing about all that is frightening:
[Wait to play it where indicated below!]
Bob: You were feeling kind of sleepy
But you couldn't close your eyes because the room was getting creepy.
Larry: Were those eyeballs in the closet?
Was that Godzilla in the hall?

Bob: There was something big and hairy casting shadows on the wall.
Now your heart is beating like a drum
Your skin is getting clammy.
There's a hundred tiny monsters jumping right into your jammies!

Bob: What are we going to do?
Junior: I'm going to call the police!
Bob: No! You don't need to do anything!
Junior: What? Why?
Bob: Because ...


Bob: God is bigger than the boogie man
He's bigger than Godzilla, or the monsters on TV
Oh, God is bigger than the boogie man
And He's watching out for you and me.
God is bigger than the boogie man!
[Then play it!]

We see that, don’t we?, in the reading from First Samuel about the well-known story of David the shepherd boy taking out the Philistine giant Goliath, clad in hundreds of pounds of armor. 
God is bigger than the boogie man!

We see it again in the reading from Mark’s gospel of the storm that comes out of nowhere on the Sea of Galilee, producing waves that threaten to capsize the boat and frightening the disciples while Jesus sleeps peacefully.  Help!  Help!  Do you not care that we’re gonna die?!  
So—consistent with the Hebrew idea that the waters were where chaos ruled, with God occasionally intervening, like when he separated the waters of the Red Sea for the Hebrew slaves to escape from Egypt—so now Jesus acts to exorcise the watery demons, to restore order, to cast out fear and to establish peace: Peace!  Be still!  

Who then is this, that even the wind and sea obey him?

Who indeed?  

Much the same question, wasn’t it?, that had been asked earlier, there in the synagogue in Capernaum where he taught with authority and exorcised the man with the unclean spirit: “What is this? A new teaching! With authority he commands even the unclean spirits and they obey him” (1.21ff.).
The same question asked when they brought to him a paralytic, to whom he said, “My son, your sins are forgiven” (2.5), to which the question was raised: “who can forgive sins but God alone?” (2.7).

Who indeed?

Who is this who has power to teach with authority, to forgive sins, and to change the long-standing traditions of men? to cast out demons and to make sick people well, fractured people of whole again?  
Could it be the same as the one who gave to the shepherd boy power to overcome the tallest and fiercest giant in the land?  

And years later gave to Nathan the power to humble that little boy who had become a powerful but wayward king by telling a simple story and declaring truth to power: “Surely, you are the man.”

Who is this?

That shares fellowship with sinners, heals on the Sabbath, and sets people free, who gives ample evidence by what he does and who he is that indeed “the time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; so repent, and believe the Gospel” (1.14-15).

Who is this?
That the Apostle the ability, the fortitude, the wherewithal to live through the afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger, and through it all to evidence purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God?

Who indeed?

And is it possible that he still gives ordinary people the wherewithal to do extraordinary things, today? to forego their own prerogatives, privileges, and rights to benefit the whole, today? to let go of bitterness, however justified, to embrace forgiveness and love, today? to give strength to the oppressed to speak truth to power, today?

Who heals today?

Who sets free today?

Who empowers today?

Who is this that is bigger than the Boogeyman, whether two thousand years ago in Galilee, today in our hearts, minds, actions, and presumably even in the Year 3000 when not much has changed but they live under water?

Who indeed?
